
WEST BROWNSVILLE BOROUGH

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

August 9, 2011 @ 6:30 P.M.
This was the regular monthly meeting of council.  
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Vice President Joseph DeSalvo
The Pledge of Allegiance was followed by roll call.
Council members present were Mr. Bennett, Mrs. Kubacki, Mr. Petro and Mr. DeSalvo
Council members absent were Mr. Lacey and Mrs. Maxon
Also present were Mayor Brockman and Secretary Bernice Suchevits                                                            
Approval of Minutes

Mr. Petro motioned and Mrs. Kubacki seconded to accept the minutes for the July 12, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried. 
Tax Collector’s Report 

Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mrs. Kubacki to accept the Tax Collector’s Report as given by the secretary.  Motion Carried.
Secretary’s Report
Motion was made by Mrs. Kubacki & seconded by Mr. Bennett to accept the secretary’s report & pay the bills. Motion carried.

Sewage Report – Mrs. Kubacki stated that the Sewage project has added the Low Hill and Malden areas which will decrease the estimated $1,700.00 tap-in fee.  The monthly sewage fee is to be estimated at $52.02 month.

Solicitor’s Report – Attorney Davis presented the Resolution to waive the property taxes on Parcel No. 675-016-00-03-0004-00 located at 607 Third Street Extension which is owned by the borough for review and approval.
Motion was made by Mr. Petro and seconded by Mr. Bennett to adopt the motion to waive the property taxes on Parcel No. 675-016-00-03-0004-00 located at 607 Third Street Extension which is owned by the borough.  Motion carried.

Committee Reports

Public Safety – Gary Bennett, Chairman  -  No report

Public Health - George Lacey, Chairman – No report
Public Works – Joseph DeSalvo, Chairman  -  Mr. Petro asked council members if they wanted to comment and/or approve the Job Description for the Street Commissioner.   
Motion was made by Mr. Petro to accept the Street Commissioner’s Job Description with one change, on Page one, second paragraph, the words ‘on call’ to be changed to ‘may be called out for an emergency’.   Since the motion did not receive a second, the Motion failed.

Mr. DeSalvo provided the Mayor with photos of the garage located beside 214 Washington Avenue because the borough received a complaint from Ms. Bonnie VanDivner stating the garage is in such dire condition and has the potential to collapse.  Mayor stated the Police Department would cite the property owner.
Mr. DeSalvo stated the Street Department received a complaint stating the gravel road near Adams Avenue Extension is in terrible shape.  Street Department is going to dispense millings on the road to help with the problem.
Recreation and Activities – Maryann Kubacki, Chairman  -  Mrs. Kubacki stated she had nothing new at this time.  Mr. Petro said the playground is ready to be seeded.  
Budget and Finance – Mr. Petro, Chairman –Mr. Petro stated that we have to watch out spending.
Mr. Petro stated that we received the Cooperation Agreement for the Planning & Zoning Plan for the Borough to approve.

Motion was made by Mr. Petro and seconded by Mr. Bennett to accept and execute the Cooperation Agreement with the Redevelopment Authority of Washington County.  Motion carried.

Mr. Petro spoke with Susan Morgan from the Redevelopment Authority and the advertisement for consultants has been placed in the newspaper & Bids are due on August 22nd.  A 3 person steering committee is needed to review the bids.

Mr. Petro motioned and Mr. Bennett seconded to name Mr. Richard Black, Sr., Mr. DeSalvo and Mr. Petro to the steering committee to review the consultant bids for the Planning and Zoning Plan for the borough.  Motion carried.

Personnel and Planning – No report.
Mayor’s Report – Mayor Brockman stated he would like to add the drug dog to the borough’s insurance policy.
Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. Petro to add the drug dog owned by Police Officer Norman Howard to the Borough Insurance Policy at an additional cost of $125.00 per year.  Motion carried.

Mayor Brockman stated that the Police Department is considering a new Police Radio Contract with HC Global because there has been issues with our current company.  The Mayor just wanted to advise council that in the future it may be changed from B & D Electronics.  

Vice President’s Report
Mr. DeSalvo stated that he received Mr. Beck’s resignation from council effective today, August 9, 2011.
Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mrs. Kubacki to accept Mr. Beck’s resignation.  Motion carried.

Council entered Executive Session at 7:14 p.m. and adjourned at 7:27 p.m.

Motion was made by Mrs. Kubacki and seconded by Mr. Bennett to place an ad in the newspaper to fill the vacant council seat and to change the September 13th meeting to Tuesday, September 6, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.
Roll call was taken with Bennett, Mrs. Kubacki, Mr. Petro and Mr. DeSalvo all voting yea.  Motion carried.

Old Business

Motion was made by Mr. Petro and seconded by Mrs. Kubacki to adopt the Certified Public Accountants Ordinance.  Motion carried.  Advertisement for request for proposals will be placed in late September.

New Business
As the first step in assigning an address to the new Wal-Mart, Washington County requested a name for the road which must be assigned by the borough.

Motion was made by Mrs. Kubacki and seconded by Mr. Bennett to name the main road going into the new Wal-Mart ……..Daniel L. Kendall Drive.  Motion carried.  

Motion was made by Mr. Kubacki and seconded by Mr. Bennett to return Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kudyba’s Fire Escrow payment which the borough has been holding since a fire damaged their property located at 415 Main Street in December, 2010.  The house was inspected by K2 Engineering and was found to be up to code.  Motion carried.

Recognition of Citizens
Kim Bakewell – 917 Woodlawn Ave. – West Brownsville – Ms. Bakewell stated that she was at the meeting to complain about the speeding on Woodlawn Avenue.

Jean Bakewell – 901 Woodlawn Ave.  – West Brownsville  Mrs. Bakewell stated she is not happy with the paving work that was done on Woodlawn.  The pavement does not go up to her steps and difficult to step from the road to her steps.   

Barnett Furlong – 506 Adams Ave. – West Brownsville – Mr. Furlong stated that excessive water is running into his driveway because the rain water is bypassing the culverts and running directly in his driveway.

Richard Black, Sr. – 306 Middle Street – West Brownsville – Mr. Black stated that we need a Landlord Ordinance in the Borough and he supports any ordinance that requires all landlords to register with the borough.
Richard Black, III – 306 Middle Street – West Brownsville – Mr. Black was at the meeting to present his letter of interest in the vacant council seat.

Pam Kudyba – 415 Main Street – West Brownsville – Mrs. Kudyba stated she was at the meeting to request the return of her fire escrow payment from the borough.

Kathy Kovall – 803 Monroe Avenue – West Brownsville – Mrs. Koval stated that she is not happy with the blacktopping that was done in Blainesburg as the paving drops off on Monroe and there is still pot holes and that the water puddles with no where to drain. 

Mrs. Koval also stated that the noise has never stopped by Penndot in their work site.  It starts early in the morning.

Since this problem is because of the work being done by Columbia Gas, a letter will be sent to Columbia Gas stating they must repair the streets/road in the borough that have been working on and to repair the drop offs to the Kovall and Bakewell properties.
A letter will sent to Penndot complaining about the workers and the truck noise so early in the morning.

John Sabo – 710 Jackson Avenue – West Brownsville – He stated that the contractor that is doing the paving work is putting junk on the roads and it will not last.  Mr. Sabo also stated that the culvert behind the borough building needs to be cleaned.

A letter is to be sent to Penndot and to request that the District Manager come meet with council to resolve the problem and to send a copy of the letter to Representative Peter Daley with an invitation to attend the meeting.
Robert Opel – 22 Main Street – West Brownsville – Mr. Opel stated that the 2 blocks of old Route 40 where he lives has turned into a slum area and something must be done.  Improvements need to be made to the sidewalks, buildings that are in deplorable condition, one house is missing the entire back part of the house, there are clutter car parts everywhere and the area has turned into a junk yard.  There are violations so why can’t the Fire Marshall do something or the Health Department.  He stated a property maintenance code needs to be in place and ordinances must be enforced in the borough.
Motion was made by Mr. Petro and seconded by Mrs. Kubacki to authorize the solicitor to draft an ordinance to adopt the current edition of the International Property Maintenance Code in the borough.

Roll call was taken with Bennett, Mrs. Kubacki, Mr. Petro and Mr. DeSalvo all voting yea.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Mr. Petro and seconded by Mrs. Kubacki to authorize the solicitor to draft a Rental Housing Ordinance concerning the rental housing properties so all rental property is registered with the borough.
Roll call was taken with Bennett, Mrs. Kubacki, Mr. Petro and Mr. DeSalvo all voting yea.  Motion carried.

Brian Toth – 10 Blaine Blvd. – West Brownsville – Mr. Toth requested that boulders be placed on Blaine Blvd.
Dana DeAngelo – 57 Main Street – West Brownsville – Mr. DeAngelo stated the borough needs a Building Maintenance Code that works in our borough, not one that is so stringent that no house in the borough will pass.  

Mr. DeAngelo also stated that the speeding on old Route 40 continues.

Steve Hanak – 604 Madison Ave. – West Brownsville – Mr. Hanak stated there are water and drainage problems at the corner of Madison and Pittsburgh Road and he was water coming into his basement.

Mark Sibila – 49 Main Street – West Brownsville – Mr. Sibila stated that the truck drivers for sewage contractor, Glenn Johnston are speeding up and down Main Street at 40 to 50 miles per hour.
Adjournment
Mr. Bennett motioned and Mr. Petro seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.
Meeting adjourned




Bernice Suchevits, Secretary
Next Monthly meeting of the Borough Council is scheduled for Tuesday, September 6, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m.
Please note the date of the meeting is September 6, 2011
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