
WEST BROWNSVILLE BOROUGH

REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING / REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

January 4, 2010 @ 6:30 PM

This was the reorganization and regular monthly meeting of council.  Prior to the meeting the following council persons were sworn in by Mayor Brockman:  Mr. Beck, Mr. DeSalvo, 

Mr. Lacey and Mrs. Maxon.  Cindy Lacey was also sworn in as Tax Collector.
The meeting was called to order at 6:30PM by Mayor Brockman.  
The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Council members present were Mr. Beck, Mr. Bennett, Mr. DeSalvo, Mr. Lacey, Mrs. Maxon, and Mr. Petro. 
Also present were Solicitor Purcell of Davis & Davis and Secretary Bernice Suchevits  
Prior to calling for nominations, a letter from Council President Daniel Kendall was read by the secretary.

Mayor Brockman called for nominations for Council President.  
Mr. Bennett nominated Daniel Kendall.  The nomination was seconded by Mr. Petro
Mr. Beck nominated Mrs. Patricia Maxon and the nomination was seconded by Mr. Lacey.  
A roll call vote for Council President was as follows:  Voting for Mr. Daniel Kendall was

Mr. Bennett, Mr. DeSalvo Mr. Petro and Mr. Lacey.  Voting for Mrs. Patricia Maxon was 
Mr. Beck and Mrs. Maxon.  Mr. Kendall was seated as Council President.

Mayor Brockman called for nominations for Council Vice-President.  Mr. Beck nominated Mrs. Patricia Maxon.  The nomination was seconded by Mr. George Lacey.  No other nominations were made.  A roll call for Mrs. Maxon as council vice-president was as follows: Mr. Beck – yes, 
Mr. Bennett – yes, Mr. DeSalvo – yes, Mr. Lacey – yes, Mrs. Maxon – yes, Mr. Petro - yes
Mrs. Patricia was seated as Council Vice-President.

Recognition of Citizens
Former council member, Mr. Scott Campbell welcomed all new board members.

Tax Collector, Cindy Lacey stated that she needed to verify if the 30% for the bond was still in effect for the borough so she could renew her bond as the tax collector.  After discussions it was stated by Solicitor Purcell that a Motion be made to continue the resolution for the bond.

A motion was made to continue the same resolution that is presently in effect for the 30% bond requirement for the tax collector.  Mr. Beck motioned and Mr. Bennett seconded the motion.
Mayor’s Report

Mayor Brockman advised all council members that Mr. George Lacey was hurt in the early morning of December 19, 2009, while working on the roads after a snow storm.  Mayor Brockman advised that due the bad weather that is forecast for this week it is imperative that the council make a motion to hire Mr. David Kudyka as a part-time employee in Mr. George Lacey’s absence at a rate of $13.50 per hour.  
A motion was made to hire Mr. David Kudyka as a part-time employee at the rate of $13.50 per hour in Mr. George Lacey’s absence.  Mr. Kudyba will only be working during an emergency or for snow removal only.  

Due to the weather, Mr. Kudyka shall begin work on January 4, 2010 but is contingent upon having a drug test and physical as soon as possible to meet the West Brownsville Council’s new Drug-Free Policy.  Mr.  Bennett motioned and Mr. Petro seconded to approve hiring Mr. Kudyka.  A roll call vote was taken with all council members voting yes.
It was requested that the secretary, Bernice Suchevits, contact Centerville Clinic and make the appointment for the Drug Test and Physical scheduled for Mr. Kudyka.

During the discussion to hire Mr. Kudyka it was discussed that Mr. David Roberts is being paid $9.50 per hour to work part-time during snow removal and emergencies, however, due to Mr. Lacey being on workers compensation due to his accident it is necessary to have Mr. Roberts work more and to increase his pay from $9.50 to $13.50 per hour.
A motion was made to increase Mr. David Robert’s rate from $9.50 to $13.50 per hour while Mr. Lacey is off for emergencies and snow removal.  Mr. Petro motioned and Mr. Beck seconded the motion.  A roll call was taken with all council members voting yes.
Bid Opening for Borough Solictor
Ms. Suchevits advised the council members that one bid was received for solicitor from Davis and Davis.  The monthly meeting rate would be $85.00 per meeting and for work performed the hourly rate would be $85.00.  

After discussions a motion was made to retain the Law Firm of Davis and Davis as solicitors for the West Brownsville Borough with all matters to be handled through the President, Mayor or the Secretary of the Borough.  Mr. Bennett motioned and Mr. Petro seconded the motion.  A roll call was taken with Mr. Beck, Mr. Bennett, Mr. DeSalvo, Mr. Lacey, and Mrs. Maxon voting yes and Mr. Petro voting no.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Petro motioned and Mr. Bennett seconded to accept the minutes of the December 8, 2009 meeting with one change.  The date of the meeting was December 8, 2009 (not 2008).

Solicitor’s Report
Mr. Beck questioned Solicitor Purcell if all council members are required to vote on all motions.  
Solicitor Purcell stated that all council members are not required to vote on all motions presented, however, a member should not continually refrain from voting on motions.

Tax Collector’s Report

Cindy Lacy was present for the meeting and advised that she expected under $17,000.00 to be paid in taxes.  She said that next week she would have her report ready and it would presented at the next meeting.
Secretary’s Report
The secretary presented the Animal Control Services Agreement to council members.  Mr. Petro motioned and Mr. DeSalvo seconded the motion to accept the agreement with Animal Control Services for one year at a rate of $250.00 per month.
The secretary advised the council members that a new credit card was approved with Tractor Supply.  Since Mr. Lacey is off and is the person generally using the credit card, it was agreed by all council members that the secretary will hold onto the (2) credit cards from Tractor Supply.

During discussions with credit cards, the limit of charging on credit cards was discussed.  Since it was a general rule that a maximum credit limit of $500.00 was to be issued on a card, the members decided a motion should be made on enforcing a limit to each credit card.

A motion made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. Petro to place a $500.00 limit on all credit cards issued to the West Brownsville Borough.  Mr. Beck wanted to clarify with council, that should the need arise that an amount needs to be charged that exceeds the $500.00, a call will be made to each council member for their approval.  The motion carried.
With regards to the Center Independent credit cards used for obtaining gasoline and diesel fuel, it was discussed that each employee should have a card for each vehicle with their own employee card to verify what employee is purchasing the fuel for which vehicle as it is done in the Police Department.  

Vice-President Maxon requested that a copy of the 2010 Budget be sent to all members with the Meeting Minutes.

Mrs. Maxon also requested that a reminder of the next meeting be put on the meeting minutes.

Committee Reports
Public Safety - 
Public Health
Public Works
Recreation and Activities
Budget and Finance – Mr. Petro said we have to watch our spending for the year.  He advised the new council members that he had submitted stormwater and recreation grants applications.
Personnel and Planning
An executive session was called at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the Fayette Waste agreement and non-payment of the road impact fee.  Out of Executive Session at 7:45 p.m.

Old Business  
303 Jefferson Avenue Property – The cost breakdown is to be prepared for the February meeting
Fayette Waste 

Gaming Fund Application 

2010 Census Assistance Center
New Business

Discussions concerning the 511 Local Service Tax of $52.00 was held.  Solicitor Purcell said that we can begin to prepare an Ordinance by June or July 2010 for enactment in December to ensure that if employees meet a certain amount such as $10,000.00 to $12,000.00, they would be required to pay the tax to the borough.
Adjournment
Mr. Bennett motioned and Mr. Lacey seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.








Meeting adjourned,








Bernice Suchevits








Secretary

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 9, 2010 @ 6:30 p.m.

Note:  Since President Kendall was out of town for the Reorganizational Meeting he contacted Vice-President Maxon when he returned and prepared the 2010/2011 Committee Assignments.  Should any council like to change said committee assignments, please let us know at the February 9, 2010 meeting.

Public Safety - Patricia Maxon, Chairman  -  Joseph DeSalvo
Public Health - George Lacey, Chairman  -  Gary Bennett
Public Works – Gary Bennett, Chairman  -  John Petro
Recreation and Activities – Joseph DeSalvo, Chairman  -  Larry Beck
Budget and Finance – Mr. Petro, Chairman  -  Patricia Maxon

Personnel and Planning – Larry Beck, Chairman  -  Patricia Maxon
An executive session was called at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the Fayette Waste agreement and non-payment of the road impact fee of approximately $8,000.00.  The Solicitor advised the council and mayor that the borough must try cite residents of the borough to enforce payment for trash removal.  He instructed the mayor to prepare a standard letter to distribute to residents that are late paying their trash removal bill stating they have a certain number of days to pay the outstanding bill or they will be cited.  Mayor Brockman said they he will handle this matter and he will give a copy of the letter to the borough.  He will start with the residents that owe the highest amounts and see what happens.

Out of Executive Session at 7:45 p.m.
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